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T. S. Eliot’s Influence Upon
Salah Abdel-Sabour

By: George Nicolas El-Hage, Ph.D.

Professor of Arabic and Comparative Literoture

The degree of influence of the Anglo-American poet,
T.S. Eliot, on the Egypto-Arabic poet and dramatist,
Salah Abdel-Sabour, has not yet been vastly explored.
In this article, | shall not only attempt to compare the two
poets in a more enlightened perspective, but | shall also
probe the fundamental methodology governing a general
comparative study. My approach includes the following:

1. A Valid Comparative Study and the Importance of Comparative Literature
2. Traditional Arabic Poetry

3. Why T.S. Eliot?

4. A Brief Summary of Eliot’s Background

5. A Brief Summary of Abdel Sabour’s Background

6. A Practical and Comparative Analysis of One of Sabour’s Poems

7. Abdel Sabour’s Departure from Traditional Arabic Poetry

8. A Brief Comparison between Two Plays

9. Conclusion

1. A Valid Comparative Study and the Importance of Comparative Literature

A fruitful and acceptable treatment of a subject which discusses the influence
of one poet upon another must not stop at the limits of a shallow consideration of
the most obvious similarities of forms, meanings, and techniques. It must go to the
depths to consider the various elements that concern the sources of similarities,
as well as the differences, in the light of the cultural backgrounds of the two poets.
For example, a comparative study between Corneille and Racine, Wordsworth and
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Coleridge, and Sabour and Mahmoud Darwish would not be valid for each pair of
these poets or writers belongs to the same culture and submits to the same political
and social atmospheres.

Comparative Literature is neither a literary comparison nor a mere translation
of a foreign literature. It is, as Jean-Marie Carre says, a study of the international
and spiritual relations between men and cultures. A meaningful comparative study
requires two artists belonging to remote cultures, yet dealing with the same literary
genre. The comparatist, thereby, investigates the major differences existing between
the environments which produced habits, customs, and verbalization of thought.
Again, it appears necessary to investigate the spiritual and material factors which
establish the concepts of every culture. It is also necessary to determine the degree
of understanding each poet has of his own literary tradition and to ascertain the
extent to which his cultural heritage pervades his poetry. The political, religious,
economical, and linguistic elements are important factors to be considered.

A microscopic study would be most needed here for the comparison of the
poets themselves, their childhoods, schooling, and exposure to different streams of
culture if any. Since the education of the modern poet should be a world horizon, the
exploration of a foreign literature is a necessity now.

Finally, the study of each tradition alone is important to the understanding of
each literature. It is impossible to conceive of a poet standing beyond the shadows of
his culture. The native tongue of each poet is of such importance, for it grants him his
poetic existence and it enriches the quality of his thoughts and feelings. In his own
language, the poet must benefit from the memory that exists in words. His duty is to
create the pulse in the heart of his language, to inspire the language and be inspired
by it. Language also uses the poet; it takes over its continuity from him.

Comparatists perceive the literature of the world as one and indivisible. Art knows
no boundaries, and feelings and thoughts immigrate without linguistic hindrances or
socio-political limits. Literature as a whole is limited to the problems of man himself:
his emotions, imagination, hopes, and sufferings.

As the politicians of the world run to the U.N. out of their fear of new wars,
“so literary history and criticism have turned to Comparative Literature to absorb
the shock of intellectual internationalism which the twentieth century technology,
communication, political events have thrust as much on literature and literary study
as on the circumstances from which they derive.”™"

The winds of change are blowing everywhere, and men are calling each other
through the deserts of separation. National boundaries are no longer acceptable.
It is the duty of Comparative Literature to lessen these distances because as we
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learn more about man, we learn more about his universe . We must journey with
Odysseus, cry out with Oedipus, rage with King Lear, laugh with Don Quixote, and
love with Don Juan.® We must embrace humanity and celebrate the universality of
man, his joys and his anguish.

Although there is much controversy concerning the definition of Comparative
Literature, nevertheless, all critics agree that it is of vital importance. For whatever
it is or ought to be, Comparative Literature continues to be studied and taught in
increasing volumes.

One of the most demanding needs of our time is the quest for more imagination
and more emotion so that we can appreciate others and sympathize with ways of life
different from our own. There are hungry people in Latin America, serious wars and
uprisings in the Middle East, over-population in India and natural disasters in many
places in the world. How can we not feel with our fellow men? Only Comparative
Literature will sharpen our ears to the loud cries to our brothers in humanity and
will produce a universal man. Only a man with world literature in his bones can
transcend his national vanity and pride and is capable of winning the battle between
the human spirit and modern technological society.

In our time, people are very closely linked. It is a crime against ourselves and
against humanity to neglect any part of the world, if only for the selfish reasons
of our survival. After all, we live in a global world today. We should always recall
Montesquieu’s words, for as he proclaimed, if one knows something useful to
oneself, to one’s family, and to one’s country, but not to mankind as a whole, it must
be rejected and viewed as a crime.
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2. Traditional Arabic Poetry

The Arabic language is Semitic. As every other language in the world, it has its
own peculiarities and characteristics. What is special about the Arabic language is
that the Arabs, especially the Moslems, consider their language as God’s tongue.
Moreover, the language consists of an extremely rich vocabulary, yet etymologically,
many of its words are derived from a single stem, a fact which contributed a significant
and lasting effect on the structure of Arabic poetry.

Arabic poetry emerged to the light of literary history around the sixth century A.D.
in a metrical form which is still considered perfect. This is known as the classical or
traditional poetry which was, and still continues to be, ruled by rigid laws concerning
its prosody.©®

Arabic prosody consists of sixteen different meters. The classical poem is
composed of verses, each containing two hemistiches. The two hemistiches do
not usually rhyme with each other, but all the verses in the poem follow the same
rhyme. Moreover, each line has to convey a complete idea by itself. This allowed the
critics, especially the Orientalists, to say that any arbitrary arrangement of the verses
would not corrupt the whole meaning of the poem. The unity of the poem cannot be
noticed in its structure but actually in the psychological and spiritual atmosphere
which covers all the verses. The number of lines is not limited; it is left to the poet’s
own choice. A classical poem cannot contain less than seven verses, which means
a minimum of fourteen hemistiches. The maximum could be a sum of a hundred and
ten verses or so.®

A traditional poem starts with an invocation in which the poet is usually
accompanied by two of his friends who share his suffering due to a lost love. After
this beginning which constitutes up to eight lines, the poet describes his journey in
the desert alone and everything that he encounters: camels, horses, sand, night, the
rain storm, etc. Finally he reveals his main theme and reaches the end of his poem.

The subject matter is centered around the traditional subjects of every day events
concerning personal or tribal life: wars, adventures, death, hospitality, generosity,
and bravery.® The traditional poem, for the most part, dominated the literary scene
until the 1940s. The continuity of the tradition is best exemplified by the Iraqgi poet,
Ma’ruf al-Rasafi, who died in 1945.6©)

3. Why T.S. Eliot?

Today, the Arab scholar, who since 1943 has been increasingly influenced by
Western culture, believes that to master only his literature is not enough. He has
to know Western culture, accept it, and familiarize himself with its concepts and
theories. Although it is true that this step was completely refused by his ancestors
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who had never been exposed to Western influence, it is also true that the new Arab
generation is anxious to fill its mind with these Western sources of knowledge.

Having studied modern Arabic literature and having read Eliot's works and
criticism, one will find an unmistakable influence of the latter on contemporary Arabic
poetry and criticism. The careful reader will find that other Western (American and
European) poets and critics have left their great impact on Arabic poetry. However,
no one will fail to see Eliot’s greatest influence.”

It is the cry of despair and the color of pessimism in Eliot which spreads to the
heart of modern Arabic poetry. The Arab poets accepted it; they sympathized with
this mood. Eliot spoke for them. In him, they found their voice. He mirrored their
hopes and agony.

The educated Arabs today feel a wide and deep distance between their shining
past and their dark present. From the ninth to the thirteenth centuries they were the
authors of civilization. The enlightenment of the West was based on the achievement
of the Arab world. The seeds of learning (medicine, art, philosophy, algebra) were
planted and grown by the Arabs and reaped by Europe in the fifteenth century.
Consequently, the Western Renaissance started in Spain and Italy.

All of the modern Arab poets, especially Abdel Sabour, are aware of this frustrating
reality. Sabour constantly lived with this disappointment since the beginning of his
career.

The dismay of the modern Arab generation goes back to 1258 A.D. when
Baghdad, the Abbasid capital, was sacked by the Mongols. Holaco burned its great
library and scattered the inhabitants of Baghdad. In 1492 the Arabs in Andalusia
surrendered to Ferdinand and Isabella. In 1517, when the Turks defeated Egypt, the
Arab civilization was lost. Then came the tragedy of 1948.

Among these continuous disasters, the Arab poet lost faith in his politicians and
in his values. His outlook toward his civilization became spiritually, culturally, and
morally grim. His modern life turned into a hell of horrible consciousness. With the
pessimism that prevailed, the moment became propitious for the Arab poet to adopt
Eliot’'s sorrowful vision, for Eliot, more than any other poet, depicted his wasteland.
As A.G. George poignantly notes, Eliot, not only reflects the disillusionment of his
own generation, but that of all human beings.®

4. A Brief Summary of Eliot’s Background

T.S. Eliot, the Anglo-American poet, was born in 1888 in Saint Louis, Missouri.
He studied at Harvard, the Sorbonne, and Oxford.

Despite the fact that Eliot was brought up in a conservative Christian atmosphere,
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he exposed himself later to a completely different culture when he went to live
in England. It is obvious that the political and spiritual world in which Eliot lived
bestowed upon him its own distinguishing characteristics.

Eliot was lucky in his education. Harvard offered him a thorough introduction to
Dante and to Romance literature. Since his earlier poetry, Eliot was influenced by
Dante. Dante held a central position in Europe and linked the Roman past with the
modern age. In Dante, Eliot found the spiritual identity of Europe. This allowed him
to try to make Europe more conscious of itself.

Eliot also allowed the French culture to influence him. Originally an American
without the inherited English rigidity, he accepted the characteristics of the French
civilization. His views of criticism were those of Remy de Gourmont’s school, and
Charles Maurras influenced him politically.

Although it is always possible to argue that Eliot is, after all, an American, no
one can deny that his exposure to different cultures gave him a unique political and
literary background. Of course, it was his genius and talent which contributed most
to the production of his great works of poetry and criticism.

5. A Brief Summary of Salah Abdel Sabour’s Background

Salah Abdel Sabour was not only a major poet, but also the literary editor of a
wide spread newspaper, Al-Ahram. He was born in 1931 in the provincial district of
Zaqaziq, Egypt, in a conservative Islamic house. When he was twenty, he graduated
from Cairo University with a degree in Arabic Language and Literature.

During his university years, he read some works of well-known European and
American poets. At the same time, he was writing short stories and poetry. But “it
was only after reading Eliot’'s Selected Poems that Sabour discovered himself mainly
a poet.”®

During that time, the most popular poetry in the Arab world was directed towards
Romanticism. The poets were living in closed ivory towers without any awareness
of the new theories of modern criticism. They were blind to the political and social
changes that were taking place in the world. Their experience was limited, so their
poetry was shallow.

These literary examples did not attract nor satisfy Abdel Sabour. He was looking
outside his world to another culture. It was Eliot who attracted him, and “the discovery
of Eliot was the most important event in Sabour’s life as a poet.('?

In her personal interview with the poet, Samar Attar was told that after reading
Eliot's words which propounded that a poet should write not merely with his own
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generation in mind, but with a feeling of the whole literature of Europe since Homer
has a simultaneous existence in his bones, Sabour realized the importance of wide
reading, and the necessity of developing his consciousness of the past as well as
that of the present. Sabour added that from Eliot he learned that the perfect artist
knows how to completely separate in himself the man who suffers from the mind
which creates. It was Eliot who introduced him to himself, and who opened his eyes
to the notion that a great poet expresses himself not in thought, but in an emotional
equivalent of thought. Under Eliot’s influence, Sabour wrote his famous poem, “A
Journey at Night” in 1954.

Eliot struggled to bring poetry as close as possible to the level of ordinary
everyday life. Any Arab reader who has enough experience in Sabour’s poetry, and
is familiar with the vocabulary he uses, quickly recognizes the poet’s use of Eliot’s
advice. The language Sabour uses is everyday speech, which shows his deliberate
avoidance of the artificiality of rhetoric. Sabour said: “In Eliot | found the answer for
all my technical problems. | fought with him the same battle against the dead, sterile,
and formal order of poetry.”('"")

The struggle for which Sabour is held responsible was dangerous and
discouraging. He was facing a tradition which the Arabs considered perfect, and
which lived with them for more than a thousand years. Sabour was willing to take the
challenge. He kept Eliot’s ideas in mind and wrote with seriousness and inspiration:

The form in which | began to write after 1950 was directly drawn from
the study of Eliot. “A Journey at Night” written in 1954 serves very well to
illustrate the first stage of influence... | learned from Eliot how to use the
method of Symbolism which works by implication and mood, the method
of myth which is allied to Symbolism, and the method of parallelism and
contrast which works by the juxtaposition of situation.('?

Although Sabour was influenced by other poets and writers like Baudelaire,
Lorca, Kafka, Bergson, and Sartre, Eliot was to him as Virgil was to Dante, and as
Dante was to Eliot. It was Eliot who influenced him the most and who taught him how
to write and think.("®

6. A Practical and Comparative Analysis of One of Sabour’s Poems:
“A Journey at Night”

“A Journey at Night” demonstrates Eliot’s influence on Abdel Sabour. This poem
introduces a departure from traditional Arabic poetry. The pessimistic colors, the
threads of despair and agony, the deep feeling of idleness expressed here do not
simply mirror one individual’s sorrow, but that of a whole civilization.
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The spirit is sick, and the remedy is unforeseeable. It is an unbalanced world
where human beings are beasts and where only the fittest survive. There is no
place for sympathy or freedom. Strange visitors are horrible like ghosts, inevitable
as storms. Here, man is defeated and deprived of his ambition. He accepts what
he receives with shameful submission. Frustration is scattering man’s abilities
and coloring his vision with hopelessness. The general atmosphere is that of the
Wasteland. Sabour says, “From Eliot | learned this cluster-like poem. How much |
owe Eliot in this poem.”(

The young man in this poem is passing through a horrible experience, the cause
of which is unknown. Still, he wishes that it might change or end unexpectedly.
He is aware of his suffering, especially when he returns home alone. He hates
the sleepless nights which arouse him and irritate his mind. He is like Eliot’s main
character in “Rhapsody on a Windy Night” who roams the streets at midnight and
visualizes the lamps as beating drums because “through the spaces of the dark/
midnight shakes the memory.”("®

Like the people of The Wasteland, the people in “A Journey at Night” do not see
anything. They are hollow corpses. Their world is limited and nothing interests them.
They have no preoccupation in winter besides women, a warm bed, and maybe a
book to read. All is but hollow expectations. Like those of “The Hollow Men”, theirs
are soundless voices, “stuffed brains”, and “meaningless” speeches.

As for the symbol of the Chess game, “Sabour states in a critical essay that Eliot
has drawn his attention to the significance of chess as a political symbol.”'® Unlike
Eliot who used the chess game as an emblem of killing time, Sabour uses it as a
symbol of the movement of life and death.

The atmosphere of terror and the horror resulting from the unexpected night visit
of the unknown evil man with dagger-like eyes parallels Eliot’s hero’s nightmare of
loneliness after which he wakes up in a sweat and in a hell of a fright, shaking as if
someone hit him on the head."” Here, both Sabour and Eliot portray the weakness
of mankind in the hand of destiny and the unknown.

A striking image in Sabour’s poem is Sinbad who is well known in Arab myths as
the symbol of an adventurer that never rests. Sinbad is always on the go, exploring
new worlds and sailing across virgin seas. To him, movement is life and rest is death.
It is noteworthy to compare him with his people who, in Sabour’s poem, are tied to
one place by idleness and empty hopes. They reflect restlessness which according
to Sinbad equals death. They live their adventures, fantasizing while listening to
Sinbad tell of journeys to unexpected horizons.
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Like the wretched woman in Murder in the Cathedral, they prefer to die in silence
because they are afraid to face the unknown which might surprise them. They are
never ready for anything new:

“We do not wish anything to happen
Seven years we have lived quietly
Succeeded in avoiding notice,
Living and partly living.”(®

Both people are cowards and they do not deserve the grace of life. They reject
responsibility and the challenge of existence. Their aimlessness is a shameful retreat
where death and life are alike, where man is but a hollow skeleton, a shadow of
himself. This moral and spiritual death is more destructive than death itself, because
in some cases, death could mean life and glory.

The poet in “A Journey at Night” is ambitious like Sinbad. He appreciates life
and understands it as a continuous adventure. To him, every new morning is a
rebirth, a beginning of a new journey, and a full experience.

7. Sabour’s Departure from Traditional Arabic Poetry

Up until now, | tried to demonstrate Eliot’s influence on Abdel Sabour’s poetry,
especially with regard to his themes and techniques. Because of the vast gulf that
separates the two poets culturally, spiritually, and educationally, it seems a vain effort
to look for absolute similarities. On the other hand, it is easier for the critic with an
adequate knowledge of the traditional models of Arabic poetry to notice that Sabour’s
modern poetry departed almost completely from the classical tradition.

Prior to his exposure to the poetry of T.S. Eliot, Sabour wrote traditional poetry
using the classical meters. After reading Eliot, the Egyptian poet adopted new
themes, techniques, and structures. He no longer used traditional meters with the
long, heavy lines, built on two hemistiches and rhyming with each other throughout
the poem. This new type of poetry was able to come into existence and flourish after
a long struggle led by contemporary poets like Abdel Sabour.('®

Starting in the late 1950s, the experience of writing in free verse became a
familiar occurrence. In the poetry of Sabour, not only the mood, style, use of myth
and illusion, and the interior monologue resemble Eliot’s, but “we have a sense of
aimlessness and isolation, of memory and futility, it is definitely the mood of The
Wasteland and the Hollow Men.”?® Moreover, there are clear-cut images in Sabour’s
poetry which demonstrate Eliot’s great influence on the Arab poet’s attitude toward
life and death. Sabour also makes use of Eliot's theme of alienation and of his
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description of empty rooms. In “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”, Eliot says:
“The yellow fog that rubs its back upon the window-panes.
The yellow smoke that rubs its muzzle on the window-panes.”

Sabour says, echoing Eliot in his “My Peerless Star”:

“Fingers of an eastern wind

Rub the window-panes.”

Again, Eliot asserts:
“Because | do not hope to turn again
Because | do not hope
Because | do not hope to turn.” (Ash-Wednesday”)

And Sabour responds:

“Because the days are sick
Because horror is born in the deadly night.” (My Peerless Star)

The similarities and the influences are unmistakable:

“Al-Sabour’s metrical techniques, his consonantal and assonantal rhymes,
internal rhymes, and short, broken free-verse lines, the sense of passive despair,
the emptiness of human relations, the inability to communicate... all these are
without doubt indebted to Eliot. Al-Sabour is experimenting with moods, tones, and
techniques drawn from Eliot’s.”?"

To the Arabs who have an understanding of Western thinking, who have lived in
the West, and who have pursued advanced studies there, this kind of poetry is the
best, the most welcomed, and the most acceptable. Butto the Arab generation before
the Second World War who were still worshipping the ancient models, Sabour’s
poetry was a shock. They absolutely refused to accept it because in their tradition,
these bastard subjects, confused images, and imported moods did not exist.

8. A Brief Comparison Between Two Plays

Having read Murder in the Cathedral and having been influenced by it very
much, Sabour went back to the Islamic-Arabic religion and theology to choose a
great mystic figure upon whom he based his play in verse, The Tragedy of Hallaj.

Of Persian origin, Hallaj is a very famous personality in Islamic Mysticism. He
lived during the early years of the tenth century A.D., studying the rules and ways
of Mysticism. He diverted from the traditional ways to roam the country preaching
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his own thoughts. His teachings of Sufism were totally, or partially, refused by his
contemporaries, especially by the political authorities of Baghdad. Hallajwas viewed
as a heretic and was crucified.

Sabour’s treatment of Hallaj depicted him as an extremely pious mystic who,
after pleading with God to take his soul, dies willingly with solid spiritual believes.

Professor Semaan, who translated Sabour’s play into English, explains that
the parallels between Eliot's Murder in the Cathedral and Al-Sabour’s Tragedy of
Hallaj are striking. Each is in free verse and each has two acts, as well as a rich
religious-historical background. Moreover, both poet-playwrights used verses of high
rhetorical language derived from their religious traditions. In Murder in the Cathedral
Eliot’s interlude is almost a “Christian cliché.” On the other hand, Sabour’s “Act One”
is saturated with the Koran’s spirit.??

The other similarities between the two plays are:
- In both plays the cause of death is ambiguous.

- In the foreground in Eliot’'s work stand the knights, in that of Sabour’s the crowd
can be seen.

- In both plays the question of responsibility for, and the will to, martyrdom is
raised. Yet, in both cases the poet leaves the question of essential causes
ambiguous. Did Becket meet martyrdom or did he choose it? Was AL-Hallaj’s
martyrdom his choice or his punishment? The crucial fact is that both of them
rejoiced in accepting their fates and their similar ends. )

As there exists un-doubtable similarities between the two plays, of course
some differences prevail between them. This is normal because of the religious and
spiritual differences that form the peculiarities of each of the two poets’ cultures.

9. Conclusion

Eliot's influence on Abdel Sabour can be deducted from the poet’s personal
essays, articles, and literary interviews, from his poetry which speaks for itself, and
from the work examined in this attempt. Eliot also taught Sabour that the whole
literature of the world has a “simultaneous existence,” and that he should find an
emotional equivalent for his thoughts, writing with a poetic language approximating
everyday tongue.

Undoubtedly, Sabour is a gifted poet who knows how to color, with his own
creativity, what he borrows, and how to shape it to appear as a part of the great
culture and literature to which he belongs. In spite of Eliot's considerable influence
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on him, Sabour has a distinguished voice and presence in the Arab world. He did
not lose his identity and tone.

Beside his native tongue, Arabic, Sabour knew French and English well, which
allowed him to read the great works of foreign literature in their original languages.
However, he took every opportunity to announce the fact that he was the product
of the great Orient, and that he belonged to a great and rich civilization. Even
though Sabour’s indebtedness to Eliot is apparent in terms of the latter’s “poetical
and theatrical techniques”, “Al-Sabour’s art continues to be typically Arabic and
unmistakably Islamic.”?*
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| feel very blessed to be in this sacred Saint Charbel Church, which is
full of the spirit of my friend Faris Astafan and enchrined with the spirit of
Saint Charbel.

Everyone who met Faris was first impressed with the big smile he always
had on his face. | was very fortune to be able to see the biggest, and the
brightest smile inside his heart. Faris was a man full of love: love for his
family, love for his relatives, and love for his friends. And, since he was a
genuine Christian, lover for his enemies as well.

When | first arrived first in NY in 19XX, | heard about Faris left and right
before actually meeting him. Then, whenever | travelled inside the USA
and abroad, and met Lebanese people who knew | was coming from NY,
the first question | heard from most of them was whether | knew Faris
Astafan. | was embarrassed to say no, so | used to say, “yes, | know him,
with my heart”.

Finally when | managed to meet Faris
in New York, | found him to be an
open book, written in a very simple
language. It did not take me long to
read him — except for a few pages.
After | read him all and | knew him
well, | started seeing that Faris in
New York to be higher than its sky-
scrapers, hovering over its gold, sil-
ver, stock and paper money.
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| had the great honor of knowing
that distinguish personality, with his
big smile and handsome mustache,
which reminded me of the Song of
Songs: “appearance Like Lebanon,
evergreen like the Cedars of Leba-

”
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Swaida American Society (SAS), created (1)
in 2020, is A nonprofit, non-political, and non-
religious organization bringing together the
large Swaida-American family to enrich our new
home, cherish our heritage, and give back to our

.origins, and contribute to humanity at large
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The value of time!

If you disregard the value of time,

Your overlooked hours would be worthless.
You’ll be the property of someone's dime,
Conforming chiefs with words that are forceless.
Life and its humans are ephemeral,
Devotion conveys your eternity. "
When age and diseases are temporal,
Then we grasp the worth of infinity.

Death will come and say your time is over,

Life hollers her days and her memories.

She supplicates him for a leftover,
He blows her with his dark accessories.
From the moment we breathe to our last sniff,

Either we stand or we fall of the steep cliff.
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Who said life is always full of roses?

We were born in a world thats d.%cz‘ﬁ/a
When one chapler unlocks other closes,
Complications were never selective.
Calam[zj/ strikes (n qu[cé successton,
Without a warning or marks in the sky:
Sometimes it hard to grasp its aggression,

/\’%{ﬁng that veractly doesn't lie.

Coveling to alter reality,
It endls up shifting your adaptation.

You obscure }/ourseﬁ'n a vast prty;
In merciless fear and desolation.

We turn to God in time of privation,
He is the waz‘eyﬁ//for starvation.

She s not a commodity nor a thing,

She s not a tool to pleasing desires.

She s not a brief indulgence nor a fling,
Not an on and off button with wires.

Like a fragile glass, to be held with care,
She s emboldened by tender affection.
Some precise damages you can t repair,
When broken with silence and suppression.
Eager for her heart and soul to be moved,
Departing on her trip of deep secrets.
Revealing her inside when she approved,
Her big dreams, the things she loves and regrets.

A stout woman is like a hollowed cave,

The rocky underground you have to crave.
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EVIE

She was perfect, she doesn t die or cry,
She had power over the land and sea.

She never felt pain, or desired a sigh,

All she coveted is that apple tree.

She wanted to separate right from wrong,
She fancied to be the greatest goddess.
And the first perfect man she brought along,
It wasn t enough for her to be flawless.

I am Eve and the famed tree every day,

1ts when I decide to do what's called right.
Everyone is tempted in his own way,

For the conscious, it is an endless fight.
Greed is the cause of all imprecision,
Contentment is a treasured decision.

Bible stories!

I'm fascinated by Bible stories,

| can’t perceive fables in precision.

From King Solomon’s and his huge glories,
To Jesus Christ’s, wise yet humble, vision.
Why is it the oldest book of all times?
Everything on earth must have a reason.
It's full of knowledge, of prophecies lines,
It's beneficial for every season.

| believe it's the word of God to us,

To absorb and evade fatal mistakes.
Enquiries that we were born to discuss,
To become everlasting, what it takes?
People tend to ascertain the hard way,

It is either black or white, there’s no gray.
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The price of her slipup was gigantic,
Provoked by human's adjudications.
Painful criticisms drove her frantic,
Pointed fingers with cruel accusations. )
) b &@ﬁ Sinners! How can your soul cor\demr’: others™
ej;@»%% gé? When God is the only virtuous Judg(:
c,.\';‘i@w Does the judicial ruling have colors? B
¢ It could be obscure and sometimes misjudge.
A child belongs only to his mother,
No one has the right to take him away.
Why the gentleness you want to smother’?,
vou'll crush his feelings, his fine heart you'll slay
Women! Stand together in this matter,

Why men only have the right to shatter?

— _— I

Permanently frightened of the silence,
Even though I am a taciturn creature.
Running away, fighting it with sirens,
Turning a queerer into a preacher.
People say if you can't endure muteness,
You cannot bear to be with your own self.
The road of the wise to absoluteness,

The first path, is to subsist on oneself.
How can we? With our cruel imperfection, *
Gabbing with oneself, answering queries.
Uncovering answers to perfection,

Like a mentally ill of a series.

Each one of us has some anxieties,

All along our lives in societies.
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