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Eliyo Abu Maodi
(1890 - 1957)

‘The Poet of Romanticism and Optimism
A (Critical Introduction

By: George Nicolas El-Hage, Ph.D.

Professor of Arobic and Comparative Literoture

Eliya Abu Madi was born to a poor family in the
village of Muhaidithi, near Bikfaya, in the heart of Mount
Lebanon, in 1890, seven years after the birth of Kahlil
Gibran. When he left his village at age eleven, around
1902, and relocated with his family to Alexandria,
Egypt, he had already learned the rudimentary rules
of reading, grammar, and math in the village school.
As soon as he arrived in Egypt in 1902, he worked as
a vendor for his uncle selling tobacco and cigarettes
while at night he used to read and study on his own, and sometimes he would
frequent some of the open public Quranic schools as a listener and note taker.

In Alexandria, Abu Madi met Antoun al-Jumayil, co-founder of the periodical
al-Zuhur (Flowers), who was impressed with the boy’s ingenuity and creativity
and encouraged him to publish some of his early poems in his magazine. Before
Abu Madi was forced by the Turkish authorities to leave Egypt, he collected his
poems, and in 1911 he published his first collection of poetry in the classical
traditional form which was common at the time and entitled it Tazkar al-Madi
(Memories from the Past). Obviously, this book contained open criticism of the
Ottoman authorities, and he was ordered to leave the country if he wanted to
remain alive.

A year later, in 1912 he immigrated to the United States where his brother
Murad was living in Cincinnati, Ohio, and he worked with him in his business
during the day and spent his nights reading and writing poetry. According to Dr.
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Robert Madey, Murad was also a writer and a “practitioner” who helped Eliya
write and edit some of his poems. However, like Mikhail Naimy, who was also
lured by the calls of a profession in literature and journalism and relocated from
Washington State to New York City, Abu Madi responded to the dream of poetry,
journalism, and writing, and the endless possibilities and potential in the great city
of New York where things were happening, and where other known Lebanese
and Syrian writers already worked and published like Gibran, al-Rihani, and
Nasib Arida, etc.

Consequently, four years later, in 1916, Eliya moved to New York City and
devoted his time entirely to poetry and journalism. He established himself as
a journalist and met with most of the members of the Arab literary elites, a
distinguished group of like-minded men who were destined to change the course
of Arabic Literature.

Shortly after his arrival in New York City, Abu Madi married Dorothy, the
daughter of Najib Diab, editor of the popular Arabic language newspaper
Mir’at al-Gharb (Mirror of the West), and in 1918 he assumed responsibility of
its editorship. In 1919 his second poetry collection Diwan Eliya Abu Madi was
published with an introduction by Kahlil Gibran. In 1927 his most celebrated
poetry collection entitled al-Jadawil (The Streams) appeared with an introduction
by Mikhail Naimy, followed by his last collection published during his lifetime al-
Khamael (The Thickets) in 1940. In 1960, three years after his death, his last
book appeared posthumously entitled Tibr wa Turab (Gold Nuggets and Dust).

Two years after the publication of al-Jadawil, Abu Madi realized his dream
and founded his own periodical in New York City in 1929, which he soon
afterwards moved to Brooklyn. He called his newspaper al-Samir (Companion
and Entertainer.) This newspaper started as a monthly publication but later on
began to appear five times a week and continued to circulate until the poet’s death
on November 23, 1957. Al-Samiris considered a major source of information not
only for this poet’s poetry, but also for many other contemporary poets in North
America, as well as members of the Pen League who found in it and in its founder
(at least for the last two years of the formal life of al-Rabita) and later on as
individual writers, a fertile and friendly platform for their poems and contributions.

In 1948 Abu Madi visited Lebanon after a long absence responding to a formal
invitation from the Lebanese Government to attend the UNESCO Conference
along with another colleague, the journalist Habib Masoud from Brazil. Both were
invited to represent the Arabic Press in Diaspora, namely in North and South
America. Abu Madi was warmly received and given an official welcome, and
was honored by the Lebanese Government officials who presented him with two
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Medals of Honor. Similarly, he was celebrated and saluted in his hometown as
well as by people from all over the country as both a poet and a journalist. In the
same way, he was well received in Damascus and was presented with another
medal from the Syrian President in 1949.

Eliya’s grandson, Mr. Bob Madey, who regrets that he does not speak Arabic,
tells us in a previously published talk on the internet that like the rest of the
members of al-Rabita, his grandfather was primarily a humanist, and although
he descended from the Orthodox tradition, however, he remained “agnostic, and
was open to all faiths.”®

We know that Eliya Abu Madi was well versed in both the Bible as well as
the Quran, and that throughout his life in Brooklyn he maintained a close and
distinguished relationship with the Orthodox Archbishop Antonius Bashir who
was his neighbor and the godfather of his son Robert. Although a Christian by
birth, he, like Gibran, Naimy, and al-Rihani, believed that all religions are one and
that men are brothers in humanity.

Mr. Bob Madey recalls that his grandmother had told him that members
of the Pen-Bond Association used to frequent his grandfather’s house to recite
poetry and discuss ways to preserve and save the Arabic language and keep it
alive both in Diaspora as well as in its original abode, the Arab world. He also
recalls that his grandmother told him that Archbishop Antonius Bashir used to
enter their house from the back door at night to join in those meetings and to also
play cards with the guests.

As a poet, Abu Madi is considered the ultimate and distinguished product and
protégé of the Mahjar School of poetry in North America because in addition to
the classical Arabic influences on him, Abu Madi truly embodied the teachings of
the “Mahjar School” and reflected in a simple and direct language its philosophy,
romantic sensitivity, poetic evolution, love of nature, pantheistic tendencies,
social and psychological worries, longing for his home country and friends,
existential anxiety and agony regarding the hereafter, human and universal
concerns, and even the theological and spiritual struggle of most of its members
including distancing themselves from the rituals of organized religion, and a
belief in reincarnation and in the continuity of life...all specific characteristics of
the writings of the three major Mahjar poets and philosophers, namely Gibran,
Naimy and al-Rihani. Abu Madi’'s poetic verses reflected all these concepts
in poems that left a tremendous influence on modernizing Arabic poetry and

(1) Madey, Bob. Washington Street Historical Society. video. https://www.wshsnyc.org/video-gallery/In7fscg5h-
8fodlOus wq9sqOkwecybg. Accessed 18 July 2021.

8

2021 L1 ¢y pdis - Al suall




shaping the psyche of an entire Arab generation of poets and writers. Prominent
singers and musicians like Fairouz, Muhammad Abdel Wahhab, and Abdel Halim
Hafiz, among others, sang his poems and engraved them in the memory of an
entire generation of young Arabs. Even today, you rarely encounter a young Arab
across the Arab land who does not know Abu Madi or who cannot recite some
poetry by Sha‘ir al-Mahjar al-Akbar, the great poet of Arab Diaspora.

It is clearly noticeable that after his involvement with the Pen League as a
founding member and his intimate interaction with its prominent members, Abu
Madi diverted his path from the typical classical subject matter of the traditional
Arabic poetry and also gave up the archetypal edifice of the classical Arabic
poem of mono-rhyme and mono-meter in favor of the new and modern approach
advocated by the members of al-Rabita al-Qalamiya in the world of Diaspora,
particularly in New York.

Arabic Diaspora literature is the literature produced by Arabs, namely
Lebanese and Syrians, in North America, who have traveled from their homelands
in the East to non-Arab countries in the West. Those authors lived and wrote
between two cultures and as such, the authors of the Arabic literature in al-
Mahjar assumed two roles simultaneously: they were Arabs who had lived in
their homelands, but also Arabs who have lived and carved for themselves new
lives in foreign lands. Hence, they were the product of two distinct cultures trying
to form a bond and marry the past and the present in a harmonious unity. The
bicultural identities of these authors clearly influenced their works, whether they
were poems, novels, short stories, dramas, etc., and it also affected their outlook
and the way they assessed the world at home and abroad.

This unique literature was produced in non-Arab lands since the Arabs first
migrated abroad primarily in the early 19th and 20th centuries. At first, these
immigrants migrated from Syria and Lebanon to Canada, the United States,
and South America, primarily Brazil, Argentina, Chile, and Venezuela. Through
their migration to the West, specifically to the United States, authors like Eliya
Abu Madi, al-Rihani, Gibran, and Naimy (after his return from Russia) found new
homes, freedom to express themselves, and inspirational climates to promote
their innovative and avant-garde ideas.

The Arab writers in the United States used mass media to express their
thoughts, establishing their first newspaper Kawkab Amrika (Star or Planet) in
1892 in New York City, perhaps by Ibrahim Arbeely. Seven years later, in 1899,
the newspaper Mir’at al-Arab was founded to promote Arab nationalism and
challenge Turkish power. In 1912, the newspaper al-Sa’ih (The Tourist) was
founded by Abdul Masih Haddad in New York. This newspaper offered space for
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poets and columnists of the members of al-Rabita al-Qalamiya to publish their
works. Of course, there was also al-Funun (The Arts) by Nasib Arida established
in 1913, and al-Huda (Guidance or The Guide) by Naoum Mukarzel first
appeared in Philadelphia in 1898 and later moved to New York City in 1902, and
Mir’at al-Gharb (Mirror of the West) by Najib Diab in 1899. These were among
the most prestigious and popular newspapers. Each of these writers and poets
developed his own unique characteristics which he exhibited in his works through
his personal wealth of knowledge and experiences that he had acquired both in
his homeland and in the new countries where they had settled. Consequently,
writers, poets, and journalists such as Eliya Abu Madi and his colleagues, who
were part of the Arab Diaspora, lived between two cultural worlds: the Arab
homeland and the adopted country of choice, which, in this case, was the United
States.

In 1920, when a select group of those writers, journalists, and poets met
to re-establish the Pen Bond Association (al-Rabita), their mission, as they
defined it and as Naimy later outlined, was to reform and modernize Arabic
literature, poetry, and primarily the Arabic language itself, which was inflicted
with stagnation, fossilization, and imitation of everything old and archaic.
Hence, their attention was focused on formal, written Arabic, Fusha (the
classical language) versus for example, the spoken version of it (the colloquial,
vernacular, or simply everyday dialect), and of course they had to depend on
the written form of the word, which could be spread through the press and the
newspaper instead of the oral form or the verbal and spoken tradition. In a way,
this was easier since the newspaper could reach anywhere mail was delivered,
but on the other hand, it made their mission a bit harder to reach the masses
that spoke their everyday dialect and had a harder time reading in Fusha.

Even though the members of al-Rabita brought their language closer to daily
speech, their goal was also to reach the readers in the Arab world who would
abhor literature written in colloquial instead of the “sacred” Fusha which was
considered the proper form of Arabic and the vessel in which the Holy Quran was
revealed. This simplified and modernized version of Classical Arabic, which was
still elevated and more formal than any dialect, was initially met with tremendous
opposition and bitter criticism from the traditionalists in the Arab world before it
was welcomed and positively received.

As for the oral and spoken tradition, it was not until the sixties of the last century
that Lebanon’s premier Zajal poet, Zaghloul al-Damour (Joseph al-Hashem), sang
and recited poetry in the Lebanese dialect to the world of Diaspora, the same
Mahjar land where al-Rabita flourished. The Zajal poet, Zaghloul, addressed the
Lebanese and Arab immigrants with their own tongue and dialect using the oral,
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spoken word as a medium for reaching out to those living abroad and thirsty
for anything and anyone that carried the smell of their thyme and news from
their homeland. Through Zajal, Zaghloul, and later on a number of other poets,
reached the hearts and penetrated the minds of the immigrants and conveyed
the concerns of their homeland and the yearning of their families. Thus, making
them enthusiastic to visit the old country and appreciate this form of poetry called
Zajal, which was based on improvisation and spontaneity. This was the oral form
of poetry versus the written form, the spoken word versus the printed word.
However, this form of Zajal poetry originated back home and did not stem from
the land of al-Mahjar as did the “New Literature” which was produced abroad by
the members of al-Rabita who succeeded in transmitting it via the printed and
simplified language to the Arab land.

In his poetry Abu Madi combined different trends, movements, and styles.
He used symbolism, realism, romanticism, and existentialism, and he dealt with
various topics like love, nationalism, rebellion against oppression, questioning
life and its riddles and meaning, and above all he wrapped his thoughts with a
mist of endless optimism that colored his philosophy and added to his appeal
and popularity. (Certainly, his poem “The Philosophy of life” among other poems,
depicts this phenomenon of optimism, encouragement, and hope.) Like his
colleagues in al-Rabita, he chose a simple but expressive language and avoided
difficult and archaic vocabulary and phrases. His poetry is characterized by its
attractive melody, short and musical meters, smooth narrative form, and topics
that touch on everyday life and humanistic concerns.

In his poetry, Abu Madi emerges from the personal to the universal and
reflects on issues that evoke doubt, skepticism, and faith, including man and his
place in the universe. His poetry also betrays a deep yearning for his youthful
days and boyhood adventures in Lebanon, as well as a love of nature as a refuge
and a shelter. Like Gibran, Abu Madi yearned to escape from the city and its
problems, and he portrays nature as a living being. Also, like Gibran’s long poem
“al-Mawakib”, (“The Processions”) Abu Madi wrote long poems that tell a story
and reflect his philosophy of life, love, and death. He praises virtuous women and
considers a union between a man and a woman as a marriage of equals which
should be based on love and mutual respect. He also called to liberate women
from the rigid tradition that enslaved them and kept them from achieving their
goals and reaching their unlimited potential.

Although living far away on a different continent, the poets of al-Rabita were
in touch with their homeland and were painfully aware of the suffering of their
countrymen who were bridled under the yoke of the Ottoman Empire, and who
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also endured famine, disease, and the invasion of locusts. Such images were
as vivid in their minds as they were for their people in Lebanon. Poets such as
Nasib Arida, al-Rihani, and Naimy wrote moving poems to alert the community
abroad to the horrors that their families were experiencing at home. In particular,
Gibran wrote his poignant poem “Dead are My People,” and Abu Madi wrote
his emotional poem “A Nation is Dying while You Play.” As he developed, Abu
Madi’s poetry continued to progress towards increased anxiety, tension, and
apprehension, and verged on loneliness, isolation, and psychological seclusion
which permeated his third poetry collection The Thickets and his last book Tibr
wa Turab.

Like the poetry and philosophy of Gibran, Abu Madi’'s poems could be taken
on the literal level as referencing his homeland Lebanon, and his adopted country
the United States. However, this could be a more simplistic interpretation of the
poet’s higher and true intention. | believe that the much sublime outlook that Abu
Madi intended would have been to explore the mystery of life and death, the
unknown origin of man and his mysterious end or destiny, namely where did man
come from and where does he go after he leaves this life.

And like the rest of his colleagues (the poets, artists, and journalists of al-
Rabita), clearly the environment in which Abu Madi found himself living and
operating was not easy at all or welcoming for poetry and literature. According to
Naimy, in his monumental autobiographical book Sab‘un (Seventy), the majority
of the Syrian-Lebanese in New York (who at that time numbered anywhere
between 30,000 to 40,000 people) had such a shallow awareness of anything
related to cultural, artistic, aesthetic, religious, or social knowledge, and the most
sacred thing that they worshipped was the dollar. Naimy adds that the people
who had left their homelands carried with them all their grievances, differences,
hatred, and conflicts, whether religious or political. He also highlights that the
bloody conflict between the Maronites and the Greek Orthodox erupted in New
York as it had in Lebanon before. That war was inflamed by the newspapers
and supported by the clergy on both sides. Actually, it became customary, rather
necessary and familiar, among the immigrants, that every religious sect, and in
accordance with its status and numbers, should have at least one newspaper,
if not more, not to mention the numerous churches and the many religious
organizations. Consequently, the Maronites had more than one newspaper; the
most prominent among them was al-Huda owned by Naoum Mukarzel. Similarly,
the Greek Orthodox also had more than one newspaper; the most famous
among them was Mir’ at al-Gharb owned by Naijib Diyab. The Roman Catholics
had their own newspaper, and so did the Druze. The way for these religious
newspapers to survive, succeed, and become popular was by igniting religious
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wars and appeasing their sectarian base by publishing any news pertaining to
their particular sect and even attacking other sects.

Naimy tells us in Sab ‘un about Eliya Abu Madi’s literary venture in New York
and the influence of al-Rabita on him. He says:

Such (Imitating old poetry and using archaic language) was the case
with Eliya Abu Madi before his talent was fermented with the new yeast,
before | started to publish my articles on literary criticism in “al-Funun”
and “al-Sa’ih”, and before | published my two poems: “The Frozen River”
and “My Brother.” Until then, his main concern in his poems was to imitate
the poetry of Baroudi, Shawky, Hafez, = and Mutran, of the modernists,
or the poetry of Buhturi, Abu Tammam, and al-Mutanabbi, of the ancient
poets. He used to compose his mono-rhyme and mono-meter poems of
fifty lines or more about inane and common topics without any innovation
in imagery or metaphors, and without being honest with himself and with
the reader, or even with life in its simplest forms and basic requirements.

Naimy continues:

Eliya had preceded me to New York in 1916. He found a job in the
newspaper Mir’at al-Gharb, and he found residence in Brooklyn. One
day in the fall of that year, he invited me to spend the evening in his
room where he read to me his first poetry collection which he published
in Egypt

He read the entire book to me, and when he did not hear one word of
praise or admiration, he looked at me and asked: “What do you think?”

“This poetry tells me about a strong talent, a sharp memory, skill in lining up
words and rhymes, and knowledge of prosody, but nothing more.”

“What more do you want?”

“l want for poetry to enter my soul and arouse in it anxiety, surprise, loneliness,
joy, sadness, doubt, certainty, ecstasy, or better yet, all these combined. | want
poetry to be a part and parcel of the poet’s heart, not a bubble of foam floating on
his brain. | want it to chart new territories in the jungles of my soul, new horizons,
and new chasms. | want it to enrich my spiritual and aesthetic wealth... In your
book there is no poetry, even though, Eliya, you are a true and genuine poet.”

“Anyone who read Eliya’s second volume, and his latter volumes, would find
the difference vast compared to the first book...”

Naimy adds: “Innovation! This was the ‘yeast’ which was working its magic
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within the hearts of a few men gathered under strange circumstances in a
foreign land, as life ignited in the heart of each of them the flame of faith in the
power of the (letter and the word) and their extraordinary power to create and
innovate. Anyone who attempted to analyze and evaluate these circumstances
would not succeed. To some, they might appear arbitrary, circumstantial, blind,
and without a plan or purpose, but for the other few, they might appear as an
inevitable consequence for some visible or unknown causes, or better yet, as a
spontaneous response to powerful needs and desires ingrained in the souls of
these men as well as in the souls of the thousands by whose minds and hearts
these men were empowered and entrusted to transmit this ‘yeast’ of innovation
and creativity.”

Thus, Naimy tells us:

The Pen-Bond Association was born on April 20th, 1920. We were
extremely cautious not to include among its members, or allow under its
banner, anyone except those like-minded men whose tastes were similar,
and whose souls were intimate. It was equally important that jealousy
and envy had no place in their hearts, and after that, it did not matter if
their talents and gifts were very different, and if their styles were diverse
and dissimilar. What was important was for the association to remain
unified, harmonious, and supportive of its members. Because we did
not find more than ten qualified men who possessed such qualities, We
were content with them. Here they are listed according to their age group:
Rashid Ayub, Nadra Haddad, Gibran Kahlil Gibran, William Catzeflis,
Wadih Bahout, Elias Attalla, Nasib Arida, Mikhail Naimy, Eliya Abu Madi,
and Abdel Massih Haddad.

Naimy considers both newspapers (al-Funun and al-Sa’ih) as the two main
platforms for publishing and popularizing the works of the members of al-Rabita;
however, he remained silent concerning al-Samir which was established by
Abu Madi, and its role, if any, in promoting the works of al-Rabita. The logical
explanation for this would be that al-Samir was established late in the life of al-
Rabita, namely in 1929, only two years before the death of Gibran in 1931, after
which the Association was formally dissolved.

However, Naimy was painfully descriptive and detailed about the arduous
process of publishing a book of poetry at that time. He tells us that publishing
an Arabic book abroad was one of the most trying events in the life of any
writer. Whenever any poet had gathered enough material for a book, he would
immediately start searching for the required funds to publish it. Sometimes he
would appease and flatter a certain wealthy merchant like Abu Madi did when he
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published Volume Two of his poetry collection, while at other times, the author
would announce in the newspapers that such a book would be published on such
a date and whoever wanted to buy a copy should send the money to the author
in advance. This is what Rashid Ayub did when he published his book Songs
of a Dervish. Announcing the forthcoming book caused Rashid serious trouble
because due to his poverty, he used to spend any money he received on his
daily living and daily needs. Consequently, when the date for publishing the book
arrived, he did not have enough saved for the cost of the book’s publication and
distribution; luckily, some friends bailed him out of this dilemma, and he ended
publishing the book two years later than its original set date.

Similar to the hardship of publication was the difficulty of distribution. Naimy
says that the majority of immigrants, in general, did not know enough Arabic, nor
did they care about literature, whether new or old. However, if the poet or the
writer appeased them, or if he was related to them or happened to be an intimate
friend of the family, they would buy a copy or two of his book to please him, either
because they were seeking his praise or hoping to escape his satire, especially if
he was the owner of a newspaper or connected to a certain journal. This is why it
was almost impossible for any immigrant poet or writer to make a living from his
books or from his articles.

In this book, Sab ‘un (Seventy), Naimy documented the history of al-Rabita,
and the book sheds light on the development of Mahjar poetry. Naimy chronicles
not only the progression of “Modern Poetry,” but he also provides a one-by-one
summary of the members of al-Rabita. Concerning Eliya Abu Madi, Naimy tells
us:

He was from al-Mhaydithi, in Lebanon. He was short, small in stature,
with minimal hair but with large eyes, and a wide forehead. His attire
displayed a villager’s simplicity that lacked decorum and taste, and
his voice was harsh and dry, not tempered by sweetness or gentility.
He was eloquent, prolific, ambitious, but persistent and aggressive in
attaining his goals. He was quick to learn and adapt, and he was very
crafty in earning a living and achieving his objectives. He was unstable
in his relationships and friendships depending on his interest at the time.
His nature was a blend of both the dove and the scorpion. He befriended
al-Rihani for a while, and then he turned against him and accused him of
spying for the British. He also got angry at Gibran once and wrote about
him in “Mir’ at al-Gharb”, mocking his illness: “A sound mind dwells in a
sound body.” Previous to this incident, he had asked Gibran to write the
introduction to his second volume of poetry. Moreover, and for no known
reason to me, he once wrote about me an extremely critical article, but
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shortly after that, he asked me to write the introduction to his poetry
volume, “al-Jadawil” and | did, and since then, we remained friends
until the end of his life. Shortly before his death, he got entangled in
an immature debate on the pages of newspapers with Abdel Massih
Haddad, a journalistic duel which was absolutely ugly, vulgar, and totally
unnecessary for either one of them to engage in.

Naimy tells us that Eliya married one of the daughters of the owner of the
journal Mir’ at al-Gharb, and he had many children. In his early days abroad, he
worked in business with one of his brothers. Then he worked as an editor for the
journals Mir’ at al-Gharb and al-Fatat, consecutively. Afterwards, he established
a monthly modest journal and called it al-Samir which he, a few years later,
turned into a daily newspaper. This publication was the main reason that pulled
him out of his poverty and afforded him to live more comfortably towards the end
of his life.

Although Naimy does not elucidate on the role or the importance of al-Samir,
it was clear that it played an important role in promoting new poets and writers
in Diaspora, and from the Middle East, who eventually became pioneers and
leaders in their own right, and Abu Madi was instrumental in shaping their fame
and allowing them a platform to publish their poetry without fear of criticism or
attacks. A case in point was the then young Iraqi poet of fourteen years old,
Lamia Abbas ‘Amara, who, thanks to Abu Madi’s encouragement and support,
published her early poems in his newspaper.

We can say that he discovered her and promoted her by writing next to her
poems: “If we had in Iraq more examples of this young lady, then we can be sure
that the New Poetry in Iraq will flourish and blossom.”

And blossom it did, as ‘Amara accompanied such pioneers like Nazik al-
Mala’ika, Badr Shaker al-Sayyab, Buland al-Haidari, and Abdel Wahhab al-
Bayyati, on their amazing poetic journey to create another revolution and
conquest in the Arabic literary and poetic tradition.

A rare insight into the heart of the newspaper al-Samir and its amazing
operation we get from Mr. Henry (Hank) Murad, who worked for the newspaper
as a “paperboy”, or a “news boy” some seventy-six years ago back in 1944. In a
public speech already available on the internet and on YouTube(1) Mr. Murad tells
us that the modest newspaper which started as a monthly publication in 1929 on
Washington Street in lower Manhattan soon moved to downtown Brooklyn where
it remained publishing until 1957 the year its founder Abu Madi died.

(1) Henry (Hank) Murad, Newsboy of as-Sameer, https://www.youtube. com/watch?v=gcoTPuGQOYO0
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About its major role in the Arab community, Mr. Murad tells us that along
with the New York Times and the Herald Tribune, al-Samir shared the load of
getting the daily news out to thousands of subscribers across the U.S. and
abroad. Mr. Murad recalls that when he worked there, the offices of this major
publication were composed of three large rooms located on Livingston Street,
three blocks from Atlantic Avenue, the heart of the Arab community in Brooklyn,
and four blocks from Saint Nicholas Church, the hub of the Orthodox community.
Thanks to the incessant efforts of its founder and publisher, Abu Madi, all the
Arab immigrants across America were connected to this hub by al-Samir. In the
front office of this newspaper, and as you enter the first room, Mr. Murad states
that you will be met with a thick cloud of smoke emanating from the continuously
burning cigarettes of two “giants” only in stature and influence, seated at two
parallel desks amid piles of papers, newspapers, and books.

It is only when Abu Madi stands up, Mr. Murad continues, that you come to
realize that this great man, this giant in influence and reputation, is only five feet
three inches tall. He is thin in body, with a small pot belly, stooped shoulders, large
eyes, a wide forehead, and a pleasant face. He favored bow ties. He smoked
incessantly and read and wrote continuously. This small man who witnessed the
Depression and growing isolationism in the U.S., the rise of Fascism in Europe,
oppression, famine, and war in the Middle East, read the then current world
events through the mind of an Arab immigrant, the heart and sensitivity of a
poet, and documented them through the accuracy and honesty of a dedicated
journalist. Mr. Murad reports that although he never personally withessed any of
Abu Madi’s fits of anger, he had heard from Harriet whom the boy used to report
to, that Eliya had a temper and that he would occasionally supply you with “a
double serving” of this temper, but he also says that this was usually rare indeed.

Mr. Murad tells us that Abu Madi was the editor and publisher of al-Samir
and that he was in awe of him and of the pressure that he shouldered daily in
reporting the news, writing the editorial pieces, and filling the blank columns with
poetry and stories of his creation and about the community. Next to Eliya, there
was also Mr. Tawfiq Fakher with his ever-lit cigarette. He was the associate editor
and another writer, along with Mr. Fuad Khoury, the typesetter and who was
also a writer, and Mrs. Harriet Murad with whom he, the boy, worked every day
as her assistant, to get the paper out. He worked alongside those giants who
were revered in the community and venerated in the Arab World because they
connected the homeland with the world of Diaspora through their pens and the
power of their press. The Al-Samir newspaper was widely distributed in many
cities and states in America and abroad to thousands of subscribers in New York,
San Francisco, Portland, Atlanta, Mexico City, etc., and Mr. Murad’s daily job was
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to get the address labels ready, paste them on the folded newspaper, and rush
them to be mailed on time.

As for Abu Madi’s education, Naimy tells us that like most of the members of
al-Rabita, Eliya Abu Madi had very little formal education except what he casually
learned from his readings in some Arabic books. Concerning his knowledge of
the English language, Naimy says that Abu Madi did not know enough to help
him read English books, but he knew enough to manage his daily affairs, to read
some local newspapers, and to briefly translate some news and short articles to
be published in his Arabic newspaper. The little he knew helped Abu Madi, for
example, “to borrow some topics and ideas for his poetry from the poems that
were published in the daily newspapers.” This assessment was refuted by Dr.
Robert Madey in the interview that | conducted with him on July 13, 2021.

Even Gibran, Naimy, and al-Rihani, along with the other seven members
of al-Rabita, including Abu Madi, who ignited this amazing “Literary Movement”
in New York, were not, according to Naimy, deeply influenced by American
Literature, let alone British, French, or European literature in general. However,
when it particularly comes to the first three members mentioned above, including
Abu Madi, this characterization does not stand the test of history. Those pioneers
and leaders of the movement had a proficient knowledge of some foreign
languages, and besides Arabic, they knew English, French, and Russian, and
consequently, they were profoundly influenced by Anglo-American, French,
and Russian literatures, and in turn, they passed some of this influence on to
their colleagues in al-Rabita whether through their Arabic writings, discussions,
publications, frequent dialogues or meetings.

Literature is the product of its environment, and it is very doubtful that Abu
Madi, who lived in the United States for forty-five years among books, magazines,
and newspapers, was unable to read and be influenced by American and British
literature and poetry books that helped shape his romantic and humanistic vision.
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Akram Rayess is a member of PEN Lebanon, co-founder of the Foundation of Arab Music
Archiving & Research (AMAR) and a member of its Management Board. He is also a Consulting Com-
mittee member of the journal Bidayat. Akram is a researcher in Ethnomusicology and a management
consultant with interest in cultural development, music of the Levant, music theatre, and archives. He
has completed a master’s degree in Public Policy and International Affairs at the American University
of Beirut in January 2021. His current research focuses on the heritage and cultural policies in Leba-
non through the study of the pre-war Lebanese Nights at the Baalbeck International Festival. In 2006,
he organized an interdisciplinary conference on the joint works of Fairuz and Ziad Rahbani, and he
later edited and published a dossier on Ziad in the Adab Magazine (2009/2010). In 2014, he co-edited
and published, through AUB Press, an edited volume titled: “Selected Papers of Zaki Nassif.”

Ala 551 Le O 4 (8L
ol Ieda oo IV sl Ly o5

S tan ol S5 Y LS ) sl sl
i el awlesty canslald Islaze] Ll

SVl odn b LS ciy ol s B ol ol

SENE an el OF s bkl e
6l gy o ]y 43lel I g
Joa D ot 5 M i
J— o £ =2 Jﬂ‘)
J==s pon s A JB LR
Prol sl e s L )3

&

2‘5‘
Wv@b)ﬂ%»
u&ﬁ#)ﬁy‘tﬁj}}
o JSU g e Jods

'(3)((;')L3'JJL¢ MJL@W

1985 ¢ s U NS S 8,40 (lasD) 5 e e (2)
1980 ¢ a8 S S8 4 (G elladb) (5 e 0 (3)

g I T Pl ol sl (50
SBlall e Al O3S 1951 ple el
20 sl el e b el S0
sl e O dmd e s (,N}T ols
i Fldr aT B oS 1l il i
w)uyaxs\.xs\.u,ﬁdbgéq,pu
& il oLV I3 T J s linas 5oL
s A Bl O el @l ¢l
Wad (G y) By el e Ly 2 Ay
o5 Lol S5, sl &l Ali ) g
bl S5 peiey OLSy AW Jje b
5,0 o O J Jsad b ,eb dn ) Caad
“ {GER-F TP TC
ey e OLSy il x| e
(Lo ;28T Lee OLS (gl 5] s,
Sk b Js 0l S5 00 w1, ol i
el By by 50U )l aidas o0 S @

WT SPS cg.,._g;ij c@l}:«a :C_él, j_j d""l’j (V)
ESSCTYUCI O P P S VI S G R !
201321216 sl &g b o e b ame L |

2021 31y pia - B saall



This is The
cedar of the
Muse was
planted on
April 8, 2008
for the Muse
by the New |
Pen League, BEEE
it was 8 inches ¥
that time. |

Shis Codar

P o)l s L 0
o P RS

b g o 5 S
o s M

32

2021 Gl s a5 - L ssal



1':

T

9

YiE
: m.: ..
E i3
: x_

L o
- . \llJ ﬁ.llu. - u.ﬂ...lnu..r .ﬂ.ll.hl.! u.ll.{rrllil
e
L i \ L )



C/J st..» r.@.w.a.a‘ CJL’ JU‘ 4.>b s ¢M‘ o;-’\-“

g..\_i;)*_’dyﬂds}id(ala
g.\.&."«.a_n‘_,dc_),_ﬂ‘,a_‘juu
S M Bloa M a I Y 3
) 2 5 ng S " SIS -

33_“&1 Lalasla i gl
W | p% Amwe o iy
ATy e M Sy S Ma 2y by b
RNV PR [Py S N
s i
Al il e pua¥L S 02
Sacgaldl Sody S B S )

)/ -
-y e——— P}

e
-

(S 2 Lo (e 925 3
La_/l_&o_‘,_aol <f£-’
Laad a i ol i s
u}_i»‘,;._@il:,;<‘r~.°|.my
u_u,“?«_a_thug_a_._vgg;‘_tt,
Lo st Q'ajgs/ayté_ﬁ_a_zt_:.
S VIR (R U WS JUP

".a;'l_‘_a_"t;'J(ij

S a Ml e W8 ol oty

54

PP I § HPRA < L Tg

4 d
-,

Lot S B9 (lpomy (L3YD) 2
L8, ot (J S 3 (g

— St L - :‘/‘ a3
PP L T S - R S T
NPT (SN PUE (| B
N . My SV VY
g eI sl 3T P
Lowdl Bgd gl Coom (4o thamyls

l:,*.f,., A ’ca PR B/ DS
La_w_/«_e_npdcjj_ﬂ@_ha_w\_a
\_n_l_"d_fd‘tj‘natli’of/nu
il Lgd 3 SN s
L-ﬂ--‘—h—ﬁ—"ju—a—h—d—d-"‘_b_.n_wp__s

- v e

‘:n“‘ }'l é 3| Vi QJ 03

P (Nt ,‘j

-,

34
2021 G G 555 - ) sl




1950/4/3 (ols | Lsie il

o? Ae Ul AdS e 45l A1 B gl ISd) Gle e 1974 ale

Osmsl Aaaly e Aduladl) @bl (b piualell e Jias 1977 ale
A8, samiadl @Yl o

Baala (ye dlgardely 2SSO Bl malic b olygiSull Lo Juam 1982 ale
AS e Amiadl SLY I B ¢ gyl

sae allell Asls b e 30 BS b (52 1985 _ 1982

Aasls B ,ally Lesyally Cadlll 5850 (e Uy sie Jee 1985 1984

Sanan¥) Laliie 3 1aebus ile Puie Joe 1991 _ 1985
sels el ya sae wlenl sl S lale Huoe ciil 1991 54

oD G &iu.a.“ 2\...4\:.

S ga el

Ol i jypall dee ) Sl
St

2019 gle b

Al Jaté 6y Ib)leo $jaugill jijeil aie jgisSall

JLd asl,

71 z P - ,/
aal 8l oy ) gontd 13‘,_53

A//\‘_qd \‘
-~ s

Ll ceayi 2y gl

- 4 - 1 - 1 “ . . - 5 1’
A/t ./“ 2 JA a .s ‘J a2 " ‘J | P~} [V { e " g,‘ Q‘ s‘ Q ‘;‘ g
P s < 5 . -
.Sj_w‘ — LS B "O—Q—-M Led_ce \_ij_a_u ¢l_na‘aJ
L“g.:\_"«_gaY\_gae’ \_a_"",d \_g_‘_b“,_a‘ a w%»‘ cly @ 9

Gl QL) (o £l—a
Caaitiey LyeNLg s
AJg_a_UC_«_ﬁ_«a)J_a_ﬂ

5 .

._\_64145[4‘79"54 4<

/

M—w—i—"w—hﬂ—i‘—@—«—b\—«é—iy
"""E"‘""""“"J‘P—:'J'JO—‘LEL_—AJﬁ

-,

S
-~ -, .
-,

s 4

..x...‘_a_" u—*—' ..;.:-_9_." J_«-e_:- O—e
-.L.:/»_L.g p_..! 9l A1 g 2
2021/7/17 LU JI

35

»
-

PR J P S PUINE-S
‘Hthg_sp_@_Ju\/__s_n)\__g
A_.Ia_a.b\_.u_.nh.\_bu_S_a‘q._!
\é-é#ée}—"ﬁ/c‘—é\—}‘id—&
; ;j‘:yt ]

5
Ay

T
.z\_/a_hi\_h“t_‘_:‘_“n_h:\_"‘,dé_b
3_’/4\_e ubﬁ)}_a_ﬁs_'“.?_b\_.'/_.b
eld gacn e N gl
P N PP

.
>y J—a

29
bt
g 3

Ea
| (I

2021 AL oy i - Ll saad)



°3 s ‘ “w - o 5 8
S 3 S
¢ 1
&

AT,y i
L;J*ULM'jj__"jcﬁ
@ 5

{_’_‘.'_! i—’-—: :J.—A aed O)lsg
6y 1,0 (’JJ ;—i—?‘w
‘SJ—ﬁ—é‘j‘SJ—A—;‘Ww:;J

A B I
éﬁ}ﬁﬂj/wu@dbjjj

s.

36

Gl GLE N AL 2 2y
Sl il e LS
T L e
Lede S LD 13 | x: -
Lerde St T g5 s (s

gl s ta s,
M/ le/‘_;—;Le-‘*'a—’/ ..‘-“—"—"ﬁ’ . uj

el 1A e, U
o 7 . ,f p -

4 % ’ e 7
90 o Sz, pan Ay

2021 31 oy pas - Bl sl



O v Br v R ORI ER R P

ROWRPIU NP

A S L Llglon) i (i )00 Al ikl e cyom Jtes 5 S0 Y1 allo]

83 g0l Galo gy paiall 56 s hilns] J5 0 52 )1

San ,.s.m

ijsﬁaojgddb\_a

,J_L};ﬁ_wbauu.ndw_,

‘_;'J..\._a_.la 2 ti':\b L.._nj 5}3?

2
a/}

ng_b: oLa_ﬂu_nqu\d- _\._.sj
)._Ya.dd__s‘,_ﬁu_h_‘n_ﬂ L_L._L_a._dj

Gl 89 Mg—a M5 Bl 23
. . . v s
ng_n‘uu\_nHjj_«}adJﬁ

Lf)..\_*_ud_g_".gy_z_\_/'g)ij
POV DG [ SO S S-S
° “ 4w o 5 ‘.

2021 /08 /29 & o 53| 32 5alle

37

3

J—«—dd}*«u
S gaa Y ilig Lo
=29 i (§ ! (ST
) e '3‘,4' PR | P st
ddy Jcos GHA3 13 e G
- “9‘9&1" —Le ‘”,J’ C_u° “ 9
..\_.3.:\_1,:‘)_&5}_;_/0_" s> oI
=l ay Lo ig T a sl JL_3,

9\;3 uu‘

e \

olh g lpla e Bii5h
ey otacl Le &
lgls (o€ G s M &y Sl oy
‘,_“._;_/H:!H_a\_e_aj_a_b!p_u
‘u—wJJd—"—ﬂ—"c—"—*—"Aﬁ
- P LSJ—"—“‘U—“-""—G )
u—uu—"-o—', PR
‘_;,_m Sy St ot Sy

o

«_'3_1_“ u_\_«a 13 ‘—H‘H

o o %“ -
'ﬂ\‘:\ 53

PP R { Q_n gj_a_)\_u_ﬂ O__)\J

/‘J‘ : 4

-’ -

al s at Lt Ol

2021 1 ¢y o - ) saall



Jleaxd! Lo

(L))

C el e o S g_,_,l L f‘
s s o o o Lo
J-:Mél-‘-’@‘-‘d—?—:bw
S 30 e )l o, U
'5-5‘3 Sb bz ;,,.U J g%
!J_>'-1 ;5_;>4_3_’9cf>!‘)1 Lels
S [ PUPUSUPIN RIS P
SNy Geddl e Iy Layg oo
P s (o e
€I L gy o gl

GJ"J‘ CJ’“"’J’“ de >
2021/10/30 (i

38

‘jﬁwudl "A“riﬂ : ;Tct.._’:

Lgtgs] Y| S U'S"'S"‘J e
Cidd b sl A5 J 451 150

Jt;z“s,_;_néé_’s;ui_ni’d_?l

2.:.;\.;.1_?&;%5_3‘,,&_,:2;,,\_3

s cl_:_lsl_ic:,é_:_h_ﬂj_m!.'\_:a
a3y Ao 483 435 e ol
B Lasln i sl S gdn

‘é_;_L_Z\BTj_‘\ : :;‘é\ " 55
el oI s J ST 3L

<y

)

\(“o\n

‘m

2021 1 ¢y o - ) saall



Lo A e il L sl (g o s 0yl s 5

~, $
j-i:g‘uyu'deb_?u:\_?_‘féj

- P )
U,&fé Loj “95\.9 LAJQ‘U.GQS:J

Hard Iy ol e
2B NA e L S Ly
Sy, A L S L
T . B P .
j.b,Jl - %;'Aa.f L M\ = lgd
IR el el
LSS 5 i L
i L s dn i sty ol

S ppdl ds
2021/10/1 : b, )

S w
2 LRy el Ja (s

5’% s s - >
r_.g.l.?.ur.g_'o.cﬁ\.ﬁabﬁ‘_ab
f - & ) e -]

b5 Sl L LU Lo
HAPITE A (BT P
PR S G TR
Gl Vs I s
OEIWE UL PRUN Py P
ngjl_/:_z .x_ghfd_,j&_éLe_l«L_;_l;»

W/

oo N e il gS WIS s e liiall o il

Shasel| —ls g e o e VJ

i ; ,
i asldes 655 G g — NI
€ by s i 13) Sl g

o=t TR IS & S W 1)
550 ool (5 (i At oS
Lesng Lims e Al Ll U

2021 1 ¢y o - ) saall



Lo 5l ol s s gy L2

O 331 e (Lo
w»doyya,bsdaéju‘gmyy\mm;,;wjucéyéﬁuiuﬂ
Do) e S o By 8l oDy 3011 e o KISV s I3V
Y 5 clss Sl 5 U T 0l e Ll 090 1305 kel e ) e e s 501
e B B ol 5 el s S s B ) i § i) s T s
0555 01 3y 36 baslad) 55 5lan e ey S e (6o 55 (sl 50300l os oo WL )
if?,oué,JMj‘cw\*wizjwdfu,ﬂ\fbuﬂ‘dmbimcwwﬁu,
cé.bquLanjwwsLagﬁSf Sz 51 LS las jjx‘;xgoma)\ww@u\
d‘.)uwaLu.,bY» Lfeg,bjcw,uﬁj«Lq.s»_icw\ow\ﬁ\ubfwj

: el Eus

“ £ % (1 . ° <

§ il g el Ll o] dases] 915,83 A lus Sag s 5¥15 ...

~ 3 s ¢ of - .o _ ¢
¢ iy Z,_gdl ¢Lal e o> 3‘((¢)):&>‘JJ9&;((CJ§|L@AQ¢»3|
T LJ_SJ alole Mgy C55 (AL (Lo 3555 (L)
j_L, cg.;_;_,f;s ol N ¢ :,_.@_J L [_,a,bw Ldy c«d.,;\;»j ((Lys)

~ “ Tﬂ‘ . 8 " » . - 882 - o

j..\_sl_@_.)u_ogﬁc;_l_ﬁ.\_aw °""Jﬁu.9—*’6.9-“w-‘d'-’r—‘
g ng_;hfdij “’;_4_@_3_!! s 3 QB! (el ) (G
G a5 Ly 13 B Ls Lo S S T LER LS
S R TRy G [ PP [ R 3 R S € U Py [ WP
$Gee) Yy «j*%s» N ELT d,'.T L \0525‘9 (LB (o) o 2l

5 o0 s o 1 o . - W ‘f . 2 $ [1 1
i o e el L iasl3 (g i (5 ) J=l S

Sl St Sl b il B Ol e B des duab ] 5,L3) (D)

40
2021 1 ¢y o - ) saall




;a;saw,;#\ij}“,uwu
J_;T;_bb\.o.e_noj_ﬁj_av_l_%
1) s 5 Sda sal
j_;_éh!\g.x_.;_jglu.x.;_p\_;ld_),

S Ly 2 ° s R
rla “J_rlj.:L_olAg‘A 4‘}

090,

j\}j &}L.?ﬁ‘;:.fo‘.;:.gmél.;:\.:
g:eas---},wszpaz
le 3L e Laaea S
Corpdb i

Sra ol (gl ) da o

I
o
&

W3 >

(s

Bl Mo as 50 sipas
Bl 2els i Jyd5 Y
BB e ) i s

2021/10/1 ¢ 5L )

2ol

felilas 5 ela L
L@-Jo: J....,a_a.“ s..l__'ahﬂ s ¢‘
0 g5 iy el s 55

-

,9
‘

313 ®\

o o N b i) 5 SIS s ol o ind)

Bl S el cias
5

BL&)}&}-@-UE"_;MU
.}El_Le,j_U_odJ_;t_LAL_u

Bla Wl el sl sy

e S [y N

2021 1 ¢y o - ) saall



RO (PR 9

Aol aic QgD

3
b
A}
1

35--“-<>—“ 3ol gy L

3—‘9‘}-’.%"-“@3-399?;—35
Gsllas 355 e iyl
i,.kaj;‘._é_sL.h_H&;_:_?J‘,_l_;,
XU WP S YN i
Lg.J.J,H,L_m_._eu_A)L.aL_M_A

2 s 0 _ 8 . ° P w

‘”«j_:)_;_u«‘, ?T L B LK
O PRSP Aol Sil
Lyt eis, JuJiy
Lol ol Joml Lo 13 s
Lesli8s e S bYI Aol s

i-“-"—ﬁ‘_s-l-“‘_s—-’—“u-z—*r—’dl
gs@_:_sMi_;_ag:\_sgugi
o33, dasgls IS j 2 5y
e
NG “j-euwj—hﬂ.:

e Sl (Bl Eom gl i) mledl e I ke s pjeladl il eladl Chl (D

2021 31 oy pas - Bl sl



&M‘og“x{“éﬁg‘?w‘bw o ‘”-’*-:-“h—éﬂﬁfwh;gw"él. ”é"’b)w;é

g e e pddl el

‘)‘“ ’“ ” .‘..S”

s % ° @ _ - .
AJJ-oJ‘L@_I_AJ_AA_%l_:_ijj)}
dbas LT Ea 55 13 g0
S (g g Bl 2
i;l’f;‘: ,;‘_s_id_fl_lsu_«_,
s ¢ . -
‘\—33—“9‘3—“—“\—6—:—90—:—1"—‘
j.&,.aJ\LAl.\_a.x_'éQl_Ju_l_a‘g

‘jbj_d_’ *ﬁcd\ o H%_G_;_Z’yl
2 3 R .3 .
i.éu..gi,&_ﬁg_s‘;_nu_:_ms;_a

s _ 5 < . " 15:
?.L..gfd.l_..z‘,_“;;\_'ﬂi_‘u:_;

é:bé‘ )LQJJ‘ ey e ((JJ_.,Q_H)) J

-

s : 5 .
.x_;_ni_sd,_:_lé_ﬂu_slj_,ﬁ
j-;—nﬂ—';i—a—;)jg\_ajj_a_?t_:)

j\.ga:i.ﬂ 3_9‘9 L «j_,_;.i_l\» Sl

Lg_f,\_;_::i];«f S e iy

bﬂmép)éf}ﬂ_:)é,_/i_l_»
MJ—P}F‘H‘}?}-’
°J—A)°—9&.«—»A—:Jd_al__>d‘r_€_e
Mj—n—ﬁu.a_a_:uw_._l_a”j_a_l_ﬁ_)._a

Lad sy O e Slna s Sl
u\_ﬁa :T; 4_‘3_;_‘!__' G P )

JJ—’v—bo\__n,au_% r"-"'“-'J—“

“—",9—*—";;—“3“‘4—"‘)“4—"9-6-1-'

2021 1 ¢y o - ) saall



s ,, s, g v o g
doo pislasdl Gl e glS U3 Ls e jolod ds)l
31 L8 . . » : i B

.UJJJCJ}_@'cL,_'a'«'Yé\G'G Cub‘.ﬂ—c‘}—“m

P z d 8 =z P _ . S

SMgslanlas aa el s 6 s St 4 |
25 . 1 AT <, IS

13.)._3_9\..«_@_‘:‘))&_9’)!"_‘1_.{_4_3‘3 ‘}-&‘L"_e-‘:ﬁrd;j—’ﬁ..ﬁ

MVL@J,‘L};J—;Q& iy «)aL.‘loecT‘,_o._a
St i B s L io et e
el s Llae Jlos 30 3 L
S ot eliead g oo o peedl S5 iy

& 4 é .
I D Sl 0 Jo by 5_;L_<,|Q_A,‘=;.x_z_:_*_£g,_>hn_e

2 o A L 7 o R s
.’S.x_._*_ng_,_p‘,g.x_jéb_w, v_@_n_l)u_.:_.i..f_gu_;_eibl_a_:_.ﬂ
5 g

Il dilous gLl e e alifl sl 2

.

2021 (p ST) J g1 oyt — S

44

2021 1 ¢y o - ) saall



YV Tele 3,50 ol ol Juaid
Sl Ao s gy 00
(OB13) MW S 28 5 Llion
&S o) L)) Bl
)58 S

Séwghb\sﬁ‘@b,{i
) b alss s o N (Lo

At 83 5l s guall oda

¢ #5385 sV gl b N e
3 (oD Em oS o g 43 7535
alile o BT dans g Aol des

e oLl 8 e B

The photos were taken in War-
wickshire and Worcester the
birthplace of William Shake-
speare and the county of his
marriage respectively.
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father’s tribute
59’ Zal@ /mwa'foc/

The beginning

When my friend and cousin Youssef expressed his
wish to write about his first school teacher -my father-
| was delighted. | offered to write a paragraph or two
on the subject and | was glad that he approved. | am
thankful for our established revered poet Youssef Ab- Ali Yousef Noueihed
dul-Samad. Teacher educator

My father Ali Yousef Noueihed | give thanks for letting me learn
and seek my possibilities in life with full confidence.

Education was very important to my father and he Stressed that KQC?
fact to all of us.He was graduate of the American University Of éi\ifg
Beirut with a Bachelor degree in Arts in 1929. 4\% O

He decided to become a teacher and to promote education lo- %6"2?

f‘%(
.. f}?f
D

cally and regionally . He became the principle of public school for > 2
boys in Raselmaten and a pillar for advancement. ! %
His great pleasure was the of graduation of his students. | re- %S\ig
member him taking those certificates, rolling them up and placing é : \d
a ribbon around each one. He would put a magazine or a book f:j -
as an award with the certificates of the students who were excel- < @”ﬁ
lent. sometimes he invited the student to our house for a Private ;3\:;;%’
conversation. | can visualize at this moment the many certificates be
sitting on the shelves in his library closet waiting for the students. S M
| can still see The excitement on my father’s face as well as the N\ﬁ/}/ -
student receiving the certificate , the award.The way my father %\/Cv%n
encouraged his students to seek further knowledge and improve bi?;fé

oneself gave me the confidence to apply for scholarships abroad.
He believed in female education and her role in the social and
economic development of her family and country.

-
)=
\V({ §

J

QN \/34
J ”
¥y

There was another public school for female only which | attend-
ed like all other girls till 5th grade because the public system did

r“
U

not offer more at that time. My father petitioned the government S e,
to offer further education for the younger females students of our ARy
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village . He had to go to the political authorities, and various In-
fluential people in order to push for the establishment of higher
education in our village. At that time the government determined
the expansion of the educational programs on the basis of num-
ber of students

So the only female school did not qualify for higher educat-
girlsl. My father proposed that in order to allow young girls high-
er learning, they needed to convert his school to Co education
which meant that boys and girls after finishing their 5th grade
can attend his school in joint classes- thus my father became the
principle of a middle school for both boys and girls in joint -first
in area. My sisters were the first to enroll in these Coed classes
and they finished their middle schooling, passed the state exam
by the government and they moved on to become kindergarten
teachers, it was the beginning of a beautiful career for each one
of them and for many girls in my village Raselmaten. My father
moved on to teach in Saudi Arabia upon request from the king-
dom which started educational programs throughout its land and
they needed his expertise. We exchanged letters while he was
there and | sent him a copy of a story | wrote in my high school
journal. The story was about the struggle of a young girl to be-
come worthy of attending colleges and her challenging the status
that education belongs to the males of the family. The society in
the late sixties and early seventies -1960 through 1970 ‘s- was
about changing . There were movements for independence in
north Africa, south America....the world seemed rebellious...
changing

My father listened patiently to me whenever we talked. He ex-
changed thoughts with me. | listened too. He approved my
travel to Moscow to study. My family was surprised because
no other females left our village to another country just to
study. It made big news and lots of rumors but my father be-
lieved that a girl is worth just like a boy to be given chances.
Above all my father believed in me.

Thank you dad

My father is Ali Noueihed a true educator who had a vision
for improving lives.
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Dr. Mansour Ajami

36 Tupelo Row Princeton, NJ 08540 USA
609/921-0919 (home) 609/240-3399 (cell)
mansour.ajami@gmail.com

Remind me Each woman
to rearrange becomes a poem
the alphabet and I,

of love the erudite poet,
to drop become
all punctuation an avid
in the diffident language happy

of love reader

Help me scramble
the sonorous
mellifluous
and synergic syllables
into words
(and songs)
shape them into women

then give them names
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I recently read Ilia Abou Madi'’s Poem
Ipd clde ylajt 4t 13)

It caused me to reflect on the difficulties Lebanon is suffering at the
present time and a Poem I had composed during the peak of the Civil
War. The poem was published in the Lebanese Newspaper Annahar at
that time.

My poem addresses Lebanon through the Poetic Personae of Ishtar, a
legendary symbol of Lebanon as well as a symbol of Nature s rhythmic re-
turn to life in spring.

1t reflects on the mounting tensions as
energy is pulled from the bottom of the pit to
persevere and culminate in a better place:

The Lebanon where peace and harmony
prevails.

1 like to share my Poem with The audi-
ence and readers of Aklam.

Mariam
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Q
a

Convoluted the road of history.
The road we travelled
Time and time again

Before [ was born and reborn,
and before

Your waves splintered

My sins on that magnificent blue
alter.

How shall I describe you?
Ageless, perhaps, but for

grooves of time

A merciless plow, the plunderer
that links

The expansion of the Universe to
Entropy.

Of Beauty and Beast I shall not
dwell

You know them well
You represent them well.

Man and man-made broth we
call

3. BEIRUT

DR. ANIS OBEID

“Reality”.

Wicked you are not

Nor are You virtue s morsel

1o which You fake homage
Before you dine,

And feast, and get drunk. .

You have long forgone virginity,

1t is love that you worship, and
life, and the broth

“Reality”.

A thousand wells, (Bérirt),
Your name, your identity you got

From a thousand Phoenecian

wells.

And a thousand veins that keep
flowing

The spice and the purple dye
And a thousand masts that ply
The great blue,
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And the white-bearded Sannin.
The towering heights,

Ensure you do not sleep.

I have seen you suffer,

I have heard your laughter

I have watched you ailing

I have seen you cry

And devour blood,

Red blood

And crave more suffering, which
Neither angels, nor devils
Endure.

Blast them that try in vain

Your dismemberment.

I am he that in suffering exalts,
and she

That suffering brings.
Full-term in cyclical rhythm:

I am your bosom.

How often doom swirled
And sucked vitality and grace
As combatants slew and inhaled

The fury of death and destruc-
tion.
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Returning

To cups of coffee, and water
pipes, and poetry

Intrigue you are second to none.

And I and we are all in it sub-
sumed

In the dance of death, and re-
birth

Where the stoic stones remain/
and give testament to

Endurance.

Many a night the sky inverts it-

self

And lands on your shores, I am a
witness.

A million gems bubble and twin-
kle

And fill the towering heights in
awe

A world standing still in
Peaceful intoxication.
You shall not be vanquished.

Nay, you shall not.

October 1O, 2007

2021 1 ¢y o - ) saall



a4c gudl.a
iy B Jo Al S e
L I O dmy oy
UseSU b 3 ol Ol o5
CLEI b ol gl daal e s Y
o fobs SN p S 53 G Ol
T oo ol ol B pae b donay
ol |
coober Lol 5y g Jadl g
Claallo g 58
Bl Lo 5,Lasell s pLedU sutey JSIG
2 edl el O &S5 Ul
s IOk s,k Y
Sldall 5 L6 ]I g.ﬁ:\ﬂ%;é

3 )lamll des L 0L
HasYlels Jbs
Ll Ol il il oo e il
oty
PRV P e
ceoaldadly BLA e el e
Dl Ol el
SR NUNRI
e osb i

Yeoly oles

2021 AL oy i - Ll saad)

ool

O L ae 45 Ul L

ol oG 5 S S
O SN edlS A s
i

20 o e WY B 5 L
g2 g
leel gy it LaS
dedasdl Lo

Ll (gl ci-

S SHG.. sV Ll e
Culd s el O

e 3badl ool G
le il

o A e il

L5V Sl (6 g2l e (gl
WJ;MZSJJ%;&;\?;W%;;
il o

Iolazel Lol 518 5 Liga
...33&@\&@\ 3 g
elondl S

S22 oS ol Sl
sLaill S o ,lusY1s aull Lls



